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Critical gerontology: What is it and why do we need it 

Part I: Critical Gerontology as Guiding Principles for Social Work 
with Older People; 
The life course, critical gerontology and ‘old age’ as a social 
category;  
Human Rights and Social Justice: The Guiding Lights of Critical 
Policy and Practice; 
Autonomy and Agency: Considerations on Themes in Critical 
Gerontology; 
Poverty, Social exclusion and Homelessness: What the Critical 
Gerontological Perspective Offers; 
Gender and Sexuality: Developing an Affirmative Approach to 
Sexual Rights and Sexual Personhood for Older Adults; 
Ethnicity, Race and Migrancy as Social Positions Relevant for 
Gerontological Social Work; 

Part II: Applying the Critical Gerontological Lens to Practice; 
Assessment, Care Planning and Decision-making; 
Elder Abuse: What the Critical Gerontological Perspective can 
Offer; 
Framing Dementia as a Disability and a Human Rights Concern; 
User Involvement in Critical Gerontological Social Work; 
What now for Critical Gerontological Social Work? Opportunities, 
Challenges and Future Prospects.
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